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Henry E. Harris Community School Initiates “Kind Minds” Program 

District Highlights 

Henry E. Harris students in grades 3-8 participated in a virtual assembly presented by Minding Your 

Mind.  The mission of Minding Your Mind is to provide mental health education to adolescents, teens 

and young adults, their parents, teachers and school administrators. Their goal is to reduce the 

stigma and destructive behaviors often associated with mental health issues. Treatment is available, 

yet only 3 out of 10 individuals needing help actually seek help. Minding Your Mind programs move 

away from crisis-based response to prevention through education. 

 

Students in grades 3&4 participated in the Kind Minds program through Minding your Mind.  The 

Kind Minds program creates awareness about mental wellness that can begin in elementary school. 

This interactive presentation teaches children how to identify their emotions, engage in kind acts,  

build empathy, and increase their understanding of how their emotions impact their thoughts and   

behaviors.  Students in grades 3&4 learned how to recognize, identify, and express emotions in age 

appropriate ways. Kind Minds showed HEH students how to engage in kind acts through discussions, 

role plays, and interactive activities. 

John J. Niesz 

Superintendent 
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Lights, Camera: Act It! At Nicholas Oresko Community School 

This marking period, in Mrs. Nowak’s GAP Class, Lights, Camera: ACT IT students have been explor-

ing various mediums of acting through theater games, team building activities and improv games. In 

addition, students dig deep and put to practice their acting skills reciting monologues, famous scenes 

and character building while also creating their own theater moments. The students commit to the 

class with no previous experience required, as all skill levels are infused to generate a community of 

partnership, participation and engagement. While students are taking this journey together each 

week, they are  building social awareness within the class community. In class, the stage is set for 

learning, and students work together in conversation with the material. The students participate 

where they are comfortable enough to take risks, and skillful enough to stay supportive of each other.  

 

Digging deep into self awareness,  

relationship skills and responsible  

decision making, students tackle 

these real life moments throughout 

t h e i r  t h e a t e r  s c e n e s  a n d                    

exercises.  Few tools help set that 

stage as well as improvisational    

theater games. Improv and theater 

games can be active and dynamic or 

muted and reflective. They can prove 

simultaneously funny and moving, 

challenging and safe. They build    

focus ,  se l f -awareness,  se l f -

confidence, and problem-solving 

skills. They teach students how to   

listen and how to speak, how to lead 

and how to follow. They help students 

work as individuals and as members 

of a group. To put it briefly, students 

use these activities to build a class 

dynamic where the energy is electric. 

Together, students discover that in the 

theater world, like in any other         

activity, working together, listening, 

and compromise will build a class  

climate where community and        

collaboration are the key to success!   
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Washington Community School 8th Grade Peer Leaders: Guest Reader Series 

“Reading is a way for me to expand my mind, open my eyes, and fill up my heart.”  

-Oprah Winfrey 

 

“It's important to interact with others [right now] because nobody knows what others are going through, and 

we should help everybody on their way to have motivation and to have good mental health. Everybody is still 

having a rough time because of quarantine, but the best that we can do is stay happy.” -Ana Barboza, Grade 8 

 

Washington Community School celebrated Read Across America! The eighth grade Peer Leaders shared their 

favorite children’s stories with students in grades K-3.  The Peer Leaders joined the early childhood classes via 

Schoology Conference or Google Meet, and a fun time was had by all! Under the leadership of their advisors, 

Ms. Jacqueline Keenan and Mrs. Molly Merendino, the eighth graders got a glimpse of what it is like to be a 

teacher during this virtual academic year.  The K-3 students were excited to welcome guest readers and were 

impressed by how well they presented such engaging and informative stories.  The students are very grateful 

for the following teachers who supported this initiative : Ms. Costello, Ms. Daddio, Mrs. DelVacchio, Mrs.    

Vattuone, Mrs. Farber, Mrs. Mercun, Mrs. Yuscavich, Mrs. Scalera, Ms. Barbarise, Ms. Lioi, Ms. Wolleon and 

Ms. Mari.  Job well done to our Peer leaders: Angelina Sanchez, Ana Barboza, Jomana Said, Jossana Boutros, 

Mariella Cruz, Miguel Vargas, Aima Choudhry and Isabel Rivera.  Washington Community School plans to  

continue to spread its love of reading with additional special activities to come! 
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Social Emotional Learning (SEL) at Mary J. Donohoe Community School 

SEL is helpful to both children and adults, increasing self-awareness, academic achievement, and 

positive behaviors both in and out of the classroom. The fifth grade at Mary J. Donohoe School comes 

together the last two periods on Friday to do SEL activities. During these periods group discussions 

will take place, read alouds, completion of different art activities, as well as more. Sometimes they 

even have a special guest, Mrs. Edmundson, the guidance counselor at MJD joins them and does a 

lesson. The children truly enjoy it and love seeing their peers and interacting together. 

Along with our SEL lessons we also have been doing lessons using Classdojo Conundrums.            

Conundrums is a learning series with activities that introduces students to the idea that not all prob-

lems have a clear right answer. Each episode is carefully designed to develop problem solving and 

critical thinking skills! 
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Robinson’s Early Childhood Classes Virtually Visit the Museum 

Dr. Walter F. Robinson Community School students 

celebrated all of their hard work with a “virtual” field 

trip to The International Wildlife Museum.   Students in 

Mrs. Spiers’, Mrs. Bodayle’s, Mrs. Sugrue’s and Mrs. 

Salso’s, Grade K, 2 and 3 classes spent their mornings 

meeting several animals and reptiles on                  

camera.    Students were excited to learn about the  

adaptations, habitats and predator-prey relationships 

of different animals.  

Some of the animals students visited with were      

Midnight, a 20-year old snake, Charlie the tortoise,  

Petunia the turtle, Wilbur the bunny, and Sonic the 

hedgehog.  Students were excited to meet the animals 

on camera and ask questions to learn more about 

them. Students learned about how different animals 

camouflage themselves, such as bearded dragons that 

blend into the sand or bunnies that blend into the 

snow.  The meet and greets were interactive, fun and 

educational.  Students were excited to learn about all 

of their new friends!   
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All of the teachers at William Shemin Midtown     

Community School are actively collaborating on 

the most effective ways to implement growth mind-

set and reflection strategies. The goal of this      

particular type of professional learning community 

is to promote  instructional strategies that deliver 

content and promote learning in a positive         

academic mindset while fostering student under-

standing of why their work has value and how they 

can progress through their own efforts. Teachers 

engage in an interactive forum each month to    

discuss and provide feedback on the various  

methods being employed throughout the school in 

different grade levels, which are then discussed at 

monthly grade level meetings. Other components 

of growth  mindset instructional strategies include 

the nature of student reflection, challenging        

students through engaging pedagogy, and         

developing instruction that is woven seamlessly 

with content and growth mindset strategies. 

Through this endeavor, teachers are preparing all 

W.S.M.C.S. students to recognize that the ability to 

succeed is within them!  

Students and staff were also encouraged to create 

“Vision Boards” at the beginning of 2021. The    

vision boards served to identify personal and    

academic goals that an individual has for the      

upcoming year.  (continued page 7) 

William Shemin Midtown Community School has long 

prided itself on using inspirational themes to           

encourage academic success and stress the           

importance of character. Despite the challenges the 

2020 -2021 school year presented, the W.S.M.C.S. 

Shared Decision Making Team felt that a strong 

school theme was more important than ever in    

building a sense of community during these          

challenging times.  

In keeping with our prior year   focus on developing a 

growth mindset, the Shared Decision Making Team 

chose G.R.O.W. which is an acronym for: Give it your 

best. Reflect on your learning experiences &          

mistakes. Open your mind to new ideas. Work hard, 

Dream big, Achieve!  

To integrate our theme throughout the school and 

have it translate to digital learning, several activities 

have been taking place to foster a growth mindset. A 

school wide GROW poster was created and then       

distributed to all teachers to be used in their virtual 

classrooms. Our teachers then began implementing 

academic reflection strategies across all grade levels 

and subject areas that encourage students to reflect 

on their learning and how to improve in the future.  

The W.S.M.C.S. family also begins each morning with 

the Morning Grow Show. A teacher and student     

created Google Slide Show that takes the place of 

traditional morning announcements. The Morning 

Grow Show features messages from Dr. Brown, Mrs. 

Dzibuek, National Anthem, Pledge of Allegiance, a 

monthly calendar, as well as additional information 

about William Shemin Midtown Community School. 

The Morning Grow Show is a wonderful way to begin 

each day!  

Students “Grow” at William Shemin Midtown Community School 
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Students then shared their boards with fellow students, teachers, and school administrators during a grade 

level wide meeting. The  vision boards proved to be both inspiring and fun!  

The upper grade math teachers are also continuing with their partnership with the Institute for Student  

Achievement. Our teachers are attending monthly virtual professional development opportunities presented by       

Stanford University that focus on Mathematical Mindset, and provide opportunities to enhance growth       

mindsets and reflection. The teachers are also learning to identify specific strategies, and how they enhance 

student learning and growth.  

The most important aspect of implementing our GROW theme this year is making sure everyone that is a part 

of the W.S.M.C.S. community realizes that there is always an opportunity to grow, no  matter what!  

Students “Grow” at William Shemin Midtown Community School (continued) 
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JMBCS 7th and 8th Grade Students Engage in Design Thinking! 

As we reflect on this academic school year, there are many challenges that students, parents,     

teachers, and community members have faced.  At the same time, there are also wonderful stories of 

overcoming these challenges and humans showing compassion, empathy, and hope. As educators 

we are constantly striving to make our work meaningful, relatable, and interactive.  Teachers and 

educational assistants have reinvented their approach and quickly learned new strategies to teach 

students remotely.  As a technology teacher who teaches grades K-8, Mrs. Denise Dorans noticed the 

middle school population struggled with having engaging Google Meets where students would      

actually interact and collaborate with each other.  During Marking Period 3, Mrs. Dorans created a 

Design Challenge for students to develop essential life-long skills that will be beneficial in any career 

path.   

 

Design thinking is a creative problem solving process.  Seventh and eighth grade students were    

presented with design challenge task cards and asked to select a specific product to redesign for a 

peer. We discussed what was wrong with the current product and found solutions.  Students were 

challenged to be creative and think outside the box.  Nervana Nasr, a seventh grade student, stated, 

“This project was very fun and I am happy I did it because I got to work on something that made my 

brain work.” 

 

Teaching empathy is a significant component of social emotional learning that can have lifelong     

effects on children.  The ability to relate to someone else’s needs or wants is the first step in the      

design thinking process.  Students had the opportunity to relate to their peer’s needs and put       

themselves in someone else’s shoes.  Jessica Naeim, an eighth grade student, shared, “Through this 

project, I gained a better understanding of what people require or what they look for, in a specific 

item.  I can relate to other people and put myself in their shoes, and I can understand their thinking 

and their creative ideas.”  Each student then created a list of interview questions that would help them 

in creating an ideal product for their specific user. Next, students interviewed their peers to ask  

questions and seek out their needs in a new product.  Students were able to collaborate on ideas and 

express their opinions.   

 

Following the interview, students sketched their designs, reflecting on the needs of the user.  During 

this step, students expressed curiosity in their ideas and also brainstormed the materials they were 

going to use to build their prototype.  Students were challenged to use simple, recycled                   

materials.  Next, students took a risk and built their first prototype.  Keeping in mind, engineers create 

many, many prototypes before designing their final product.  Prototypes were presented and showed 

a relation to the users needs that were expressed during the interview process.  Students had the   

opportunity to test their prototypes, provide feedback, and think about alternative changes they would 

make in their future design.  Mira Romany, a seventh grade student, commented, “This project made 

me track the footsteps of engineering like making many models to perfect the prototype, thinking of 

criteria and constraints as well.”     (continued page 9) 
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JMBCS 7th and 8th Grade Students Engage in Design Thinking (continued) 

Throughout the project students expressed curiosity, learning, leadership, risk-taking, and              

collaboration.  These five qualities and mindsets are necessary for students to become leaders,      

innovators,  designers, and engineers of our future.  As we continue to experience and seek chal-

lenges in our ever changing world, it is critical we develop the mindset of creating solutions.   

Mia Espinoza, 7th grade student,      

designed a locker with many             

compartments to help with                

organization. 

Parthenia Abdelmissih, 7th grade student, redesigned a pencil case. 

Mira Romany,7th grade student,                 

designed a pencil case with Legos                   

to meet the needs of her user. 

Anthony Fraser, 8th grade student, designed an awesome locker                                           

with organizational compartments. 

Habib Habib Naguib, 8th grade student, 

created  a bookbag for his classmate. 
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Lincoln Community School Students Go To Paris! (Virtually) 

The Lincoln Community School 8
th
 Grade Social Studies students were working on their most recent 

D.B.Q. (Document Based Questioning) Analysis of the Renaissance Painting The Mona Lisa by the 

world famous Leonardo Da Vinci for their Renaissance History Unit and were able to recently travel to 

Paris, France (virtually) on a class trip to see the painting in a up close and personal way. A class trip 

to the famous French museum was taken using the Virtual Field Trip tool from the museums website.  

 

The students were studying famous and classical art works and artists of the Renaissance Period of 

history and took the opportunity to use the Virtual Field Trip tool to go to the Louvre Museum in Paris, 

France to study the art pieces and works of art more closely and take a virtual tour of the museum at 

the same time. The Louvre offers students and teachers a 360 degree personalized virtual trip around 

the museum which is the home to some of the world’s greatest art pieces and paintings. The students 

were able to look up and see famous art works and get a taste of the Parisian Museums cultural       

experiences as well at the same time. 

 

Pictured are the classes reviewing and discussing the cultural significances of the changing            

Humanistic approach to art that Leonardo Da Vinci had in creating The Mona Lisa through the D.B.Q. 

analysis in class virtually and comparing it to the real thing in their Virtual Class Field Trip Museum 

visit.  

 

Bon Voyage Boys and Girls! 

 



Volume LV Page 11 

Vroom Community School Dedicates School Grounds to One of Their Own 

Philip G. Vroom Community School updated the front of the school in memory of former student, 

Nicole Borrero. Blue was Nicole’s favorite color and a student who brightened up Vroom school. In 

her memory, the front school yard has been dedicated to her and each spring students and staff will 

replant flowers in their new blue planters and replenish all bird feeders. 

 

In addition to this garden, they have begun repainting the school yard walls and mascot to bring color 

and fun into Vroom’s schoolyard for all students. Each wall will be dedicated to a specific theme and 

more fun games will be painted on the ground for our students to enjoy! 
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The second graders at Horace Mann Community School took a “trip” all the way to Tucson, Arizona in January. 

We had a visit on our Google Meet from Ms. Amy and some of her animal friends from The International Wild-

life Museum.  

 

First, Ms. Amy showed the students a bearded dragon, and they learned that its name comes from the ‘beard’ 

of spiny scales around their necks that puff out when mating or as a defense mechanism. Ms. Amy assured   

students that even though their name sounds scary, bearded dragons are actually considered great pets be-

cause of their mild temperament and good-natured disposition. Ms. Amy then shared a desert kingsnake 

named Midnight. We learned that they have excellent climbing abilities and can often be found in trees  

searching for birds or bird eggs.  

 

Next, students were able to compare and contrast a Russian tortoise named Charlie and a box turtle named 

Petunia. One key difference is that tortoises spend most of their time on land and turtles are adapted for life 

spent in water. A tortoise shell is heavier and more rounded to provide protection from predators on land, 

while a turtle shell is flatter and thinner to help them swim and dive. After studying all those reptiles with Ms. 

Amy, she decided it was time to see an amphibian, so she brought out Walter, a Colorado River Toad.          

Everyone then discussed the differences between the skin and life cycles of reptiles and amphibians.  

 

Ms. Amy couldn’t leave our Google Meet without showing us a museum favorite- a bunny named Wilbur. The 

white, fluffy bunny quickly became a class favorite as well! Students asked intriguing questions about Wilbur’s 

diet and behavior.  

 

The students were very excited to learn important facts about the behaviors and adaptations of these animals. 

Isabella Almanzar, 2nd grader, said “I learned that snakes shed their skin. I loved all of the animals, but my  

favorites were the snake and the bunny!” Lewis Haber added, “My favorite animal was the bearded dragon. I 

learned that they puff up their bodies when they feel scared.”  

 

Making the learning journey a memorable one where students are able to broaden their horizons is something 

teachers strive to do. The move to remote learning since the pandemic began has forced educators to find new 

and innovative ways to deliver curriculum to our students. Virtual field trips are the perfect way to take students 

on unforgettable journeys across the globe! 

Virtual Field Trips Enhance Distance Learning at Horace Mann Community School 
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Congratulations to the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Team at Bayonne High School 

 

Samsung Solve for Tomorrow is a competition that challenges students in grades 6-12 to show how STEM can 

be applied to help improve their communities. This contest intends to boost interest and proficiency in         

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). 

Semi-Finalist schools earn a $15K prize package, including Samsung technology and classroom resources; for 

Finalists, the amount goes up to $65K; finally, the Winner receives a $130K prize package. Currently, we have 

already won $15K for our school as Semi-Finalists! Congratulations Head Coach Steven Fung, and team    

members: Andrew Benoit, Mina Boktor, Rasec DeLeon, Juliana Henao Cordoba, Justin Padron, Ciara Reeves, 

Abdahlrhman Saed, Christian Sanon, and Dylan William. 

Now moving onto the app: the main function of this app is to track the number of COVID-19 cases using the 

data gathered by volunteers. Eventually, with this data, we will be able to show on the map where people have 

been contracting COVID-19, as well as hot spots. The app also gives the location and directions to nearby   

testing, and vaccination sites. 

Additionally, the app also provides a website, along with links, for users to strengthen their immune systems 

and keep healthy. 
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Fourth Grade World Travelers at Woodrow Wilson Community School 

Students in the 4th grade at Woodrow Wilson Community School took a “trip around the world”. Mrs.     

Mastrogiacomo’s students recently completed a Social Studies unit titled We the People which illustrated 

the diversity of our country’s landscape as well as its people. As a culminating project of the unit, students 

“traveled the world” by conducting research to find out from where their families immigrated.  

 

As part of their project, they interviewed family members and used various resources on the internet to gather 

information pertaining to their culture. Students then wrote a report about their heritage. Using various          

materials (such as fabric, yarn, and construction paper) they created a character that was dressed in traditional 

clothing representative of their ancestral nation of origin.  

 

Through their research, students learned about what country their family originated from, traditional clothing 

worn, languages spoken, foods eaten, holidays celebrated, and much more. This cross curricular project     

addressed content areas such as Social Studies, Language Arts, Art, and Technology.  

 

When asked what they liked most about working on the culture project, some student responses were:  

“One thing I liked about doing the project is that I got to share everything I do in my culture with all of my 

classmates and I got to hear about theirs too.” (Kayla)  

 

“What I really liked about it is that it really helps you learn where your family is from and if you don't have a 

topic to talk about with your parents, you can talk to them about your culture.” (Maxine)  

 

 “I liked the way my mom wanted to help me to write arabic words on my paper.” (Alexandra)  

 

“I liked that I got to talk about my culture with my parents and that I got to hear their stories.” (Raihana)  

 

The students were very proud of their work and were excited to share their projects with each other during a 

Google Meet session. Students enjoyed teaching their classmates about their culture and were proud to share 

the characters they created. It was amazing to learn that we represent so many different cultures & ethnicities 

within one classroom. 

 

Our country’s motto is e plurbis unum which means “out of many, one”. This project demonstrated for the 

children that of the many different backgrounds that we come from, we all come together as one!  

 

With advanced technology, the world has become a much smaller place. Global travel can occur with the 

click of a button. So, if you want to travel to your country of origin, or anywhere else in the world, plan a virtual 

field trip for yourself or with a friend! You won’t even need to pack a suitcase or leave your house! Curl up on 

your couch, get comfortable in your pajamas and TRAVEL THE WORLD! As Mrs. Brown often says “It’s A 

Small World After All”  

 

Woodrow Wilson’s fourth grade students taught us that we really are connected and we can easily learn about 

another culture by using technology or simply asking our neighbor!     (continued page 15) 
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Fourth Grade World Travelers at Woodrow Wilson Community School (continued) 



 

 

Page 16 District Highlights 

“The Youth of Today.  

The Leaders of Tomorrow.” 

Bayonne Board of Education School Board 

Maria Valado, President    Christopher Munoz, Vice President 

Lisa Burke      Pamela Sclafane 

Jodi Casais      David Watson 

Jan Patrick Egan     Denis F. Wilbeck 

Ava Finnerty      Dr Gary Maita, Board Secretary 

Bayonne Board of Education Administration 

 

John J. Niesz 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

Dr. Dennis C. Degnan 

Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, Federal & State Programs 
 

Kenneth Kopacz 

Assistant Superintendent of Personnel 
 

Jennifer Vecchiarelli 

Assistant Superintendent of Special Services 
 

Daniel Castles 

School Business Administrator 
 

Thomas Fogu, Jr. 

Assistant School Business Administrator 

For Up-To-Date Information on all our Schools and Activities… 

Visit us on the web.      WWW.BBOED.ORG 


